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In our early years, we protected 35 million board feet of timber from
clearcutting. There have been zero incinerators built since we advocated
for state-wide incinerator rules in 1993. And we’ve worked on 19 cases
involving livestock! No matter which cases we take going forward,
you know that we will continue to work for the strongest protections
for public health, environmental quality and the well-being of all of
New Mexico’s communities.

The Law Center succeeds because
of the generosity of our members...
and the dedication of our clients. 

We have represented groups and individuals
throughout New Mexico, including some clients
that we’ve served for decades. By standing up
for our clients’ needs we ensure that New Mexico
will be a beautiful, healthy place for generations
to come.

The Law Center’s members have helped us and our clients achieve some
amazing protections for our state and its people. Here are a few examples
of what happened then (before the Law Center) and now.

Landfills had to be 20' from 
groundwater and periodically 
covered with dirt.

Medical waste incinerators could 
be sited next to homes, schools,
churches, and communities.

Mining companies walked away
from massive contamination like
uranium waste products and
cyanide plumes.

Hearing officers had to record 
public input, but didn't have to 
use it when making permitting 
decisions about solid waste 
facilities and mines.

The state's uranium groundwater 
standard was 5,000 micrograms/liter
[μ/L] (the World Health Organization's
recommendation is 2μ/L).

The State could grant permits for
multiple solid waste facilities in
communities already burdened by
polluting facilities.

NEW MEXICO: THEN & NOW

The NM Solid Waste Act requires 
modern landfills with groundwater 
protections such as liners and leak 
detectors, and requires opportunities
for public participation.

No new incinerators have been built in 
New Mexico since rules were passed in
1993 forbidding placement near people.

Under the NM Mining Act, mining 
companies must clean up mines and
post realistic financial bonds to the 
government for clean up if the 
company can’t (or won’t). If the agency
fails to enforce, citizens can sue.

The Rhino decision from the NM
Supreme Court says decision-makers
must take community concerns into 
account when ruling on solid waste 
facilities; a district court decision 
affirmed that the same is true for 
mines covered by the Mining Act.

Uranium standard lowered to 30μ/L,
which is equal to the EPA's drinking
water standard; because of this standard,
the State terminated a critical permit for
a proposed uranium mine near Churchrock.

Solid Waste Regulations make it 
difficult to add new solid waste 
facilities to vulnerable communities.
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Cases By the Numbers

Douglas Meiklejohn, Founder, Executive Director, Attorney | 1987– present Doug Wolf 1993–2002 Susan Jordan 1996–1997    Johanna Matanich 1998–1999      Lila Bird 1998 –2000 Geoff H.Fettus 1999–2001 Heather Anderson 1998 –1999 Eric Jantz 2002–present  Roderick Ventura 2002–2007 Sarah Piltch 2005–2007     Bruce Frederick 2008–2012 Jon Block 2008–present       Jaimie Park 2015–present

Water quality standards
Uranium mining
Climate change

Water grabs
Hardrock mining
Industrial dairies

Oil & gas

CORPORATIONS
including:

Chevron Mining/Unocal
Freeport McMoRan/Phelps Dodge
Energy Fuels
PNM
Intel
Helena Chemical

TRADE GROUPS 
including:

NM Oil & Gas Association
NM Independent Petroleum 
Association
NM Cattle Growers’ Association

Air quality rules & laws
Pollution abatement

Overconcentration of
pollution in low-income

communities of color

GOVERNMENT AGENCIES 
including:

NM Environment Department
NM Energy, Minerals &

Natural Resources Department
NM Governor’s Office

US Bureau of Land Management
US Environmental Protection Agency

US Forest Service
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission

US Department of Transportation
Federal Aviation Administration

Administrative
rules and procedures

Sprawl
Cultural sites 
Landfills
Logging &grazing 
on public lands

From 2008–2011,
NMELC helped enact

state-level climate change
rules, until they were 

overturned by the 
Martinez Administration.

In 2002, Molycorp molybdenum
mine was the first major test of 
the New Mexico Mining Act and
resulted in one of the largest
reclamation bonds in the US.

In our first six years,
we saved 35 million
board feet of timber
from being clearcut
on public lands.

Many of
our victories

happen at   
the Roundhouse,

including the 1990
Solid Waste Act
and the 1993 New
Mexico Mining Act.

Starting in 2008, 
we have 
successfully helped 
communities 
protect ground
water from 
industrial dairy 
pollution.

We’re fighting  
for cleaner air  
and healthier 
families in the 
South Valley 
and throughout
Bernalillo  
County.

In1996, NMELC
began representing

ENDAUM in its
successful fight against

uranium mining.

Since 1994, NMELC
has advocated for

better, faster 
reclamation at Los

Alamos National 
Laboratory for those

living near the Lab,
and those

downstream and
downwind.

Beginning in 1998,
we have worked for

affordable, sustain-
able growth. Today

we're challenging 
Santolina, our state's 

next proposed
mega-development.   

NMELC’s very 
first case in 1987

involved the
reintroduction of

Mexican Gray Wolves.

Since 1998, NMELC
has worked with
clients to protect
aquifers from the

massive Chino and
Tyrone copper mines

near Silver City.

For over a decade, oil and gas cases have
been a big part of our docket, including:
the NM Surface Owner Protection Act 
and Santa Fe County’s oil & gas ordinance
to prevent Tecton from drilling in the 
Galisteo Basin.

Our work in 1991 to
shut down the Nu-Mex
incinerator in Sunland
Park catapulted NMELC
into environmental 
justice work.

Starting in 1991, NMELC
has improved the way 
New Mexico regulates solid
waste – to the benefit of our
water and our communities.

Facebook.com/NMELC
Twitter.com/NMELC

Thank You

To our members and institutional funders, who have the audacity 
to invest in effective legal advocacy and the vision to include the

defense of communities in their definition of environmental protection.

To our legacy donors, whose bequests give the Law Center the means
to defend future generations.

To our Green Business Partners, who support a strong economy that
relies on sustainable resources and good quality of life.

To our volunteers, who have made our work so much more effective
(and enjoyable).

To our clients, who have the mettle to take on incredible challenges 
for the benefit of us all.

Thank you all for 30 amazing years for New Mexico,
and for an even brighter future ahead.

Elizabeth Lee, 
Director of 
Philanthropy

Yana Merrill,
Director of 
Administration 
& Finance

Janiece Jonsin, 
Administrative 
Assistant

Juana Colón, 
Public Education
Officer 2007-17

Shelbie Knox, 
Former
Development
Officer 2000-17

Grace Aroha, 
Development
Officer

The Law Center and its members have accomplished a lot for New Mexico in 30years.

1405 Luisa Street, Suite #5, Santa Fe, NM 87505 | 505.989.9022

nmelc.org

In one of our longest-running cases 
(1994–2016), we represented Taos Pueblo
to protect its 1000-year old living culture 
and architecture from intrusion by 
air traffic.

Then Now
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Protecting New Mexico’s Communities,
Air, Land and Water

in the fight for
Environmental Justice.
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The New Mexico Environmental Law Center opened its doors on 
September 21, 1987, in response to the anti-environmental state
leaders. We focused on the protection of public lands under threat.

That changed in 1991 because of the Nu-Mex medical waste incinerator.

The incinerator was located near homes and elementary schools in Sunland
Park, near the Mexican border. It spewed black smoke that smelled of burning
plastic and charred flesh. 

Douglas Meiklejohn, Law Center founder, represented neighbors in the
permitting process, and persuaded the State to shut down the facility. He then
successfully advocated for the strongest state-level incinerator rules in the US.

The case was about more than one incinerator, however. It convinced him that
the future of the Law Center lay in representing underserved communities
where environmental threats are the most severe. We remain one of the few
environmental justice law firms in the nation.

To this day, the Law Center has worked on some of the most significant air
quality cases in New Mexico, including state-level greenhouse gas emission
limits, Intel plant emissions, radioactive air pollution from uranium
mines/mills and advocacy for air quality rules at the 
state and local levels that would protect all New Mexico
communities.

We haven’t met all of our air quality goals yet, but we 
will keep fighting to ensure that every New Mexican 
has the ability to breathe clean and healthy air.

water: in our arid state, it defines nearly everything 
about our communities. Although water is one of New Mexico’s 

most important and valuable resources, it is also one of the most abused and
readily squandered by shortsighted decision-makers: of our nearly 300 cases,
almost 200 have directly involved water.

Oil & gas drilling, landfills, mines, sewage plants, Los Alamos National 
Laboratory and Kirtland Air Force Base, industrial dairies–the list of industries
and facilities we have challenged is long, and the power they hold over 
decision-makers is formidable. The Law Center’s opponents have ranged
from small operations like the Bar 7 RV park in Aztec and Richard Cook’s
gravel mines in Rio Arriba County to fights against multinational 
corporations including Freeport McMoRan Mining Co and Intel. But through
our long-term work for dedicated water advocates like Amigos Bravos, the
Gila Resources Information Project and the Rio Grande Chapter of the Sierra
Club, we have made significant strides towards safeguarding our state's
water supplies.

Water quality is only one-half of the equation, however. The Law Center has
also spent three decades working on the slippery problem of water quantity –
who gets water and why. Today we fight speculators and privateers whose
efforts to profit off of our state's water abound.

The land is our home. It’s where we live, play, work and dream. 

Too often, however, environmental degradation and disregard affects all of
us: on public and private lands, in urban and rural communities, and within
indigenous ancestral homelands. 

The Law Center’s first chapter – particularly its first few years – centered on
protection of public lands. Grazing, logging, mining – industries whose 
practices were so egregious as to lead to the opening of the Law Center in
1987. The very first case concerned the introduction of Mexican gray wolves.

30 years later, we now look at lands through the lens of community. Foremost,
our primary question is, “how can we help communities participate effectively
in making decisions about the world surrounding them?”

Some of the Law Center’s longest-running and complex cases have involved
protection of Diné (Navajo), Pueblo and Anglo communities from uranium
mining. In 2016 we commemorated 20 years of work to prevent new mines
from opening in the Diné communities of Crownpoint and Church Rock.
As long as our clients are willing to fight for cleanup and to prevent new
mining, we will stand by them.

air
“The Law Center is the most important

environmental organization in New Mexico
today. It has credibility with communities,

and it takes on
the right issues.” 

– Antonio Lujan
former advocate for Sunland Park,
former board member and former
New Mexico State Representative

“Every time I hear the name,
every time I see representatives from

the Law Center, you know it brings me a sense of 
relief, a sense of security. Because I know we have

people looking out for our safety, our concerns.” 
– Larry J. King

CLIENT, Eastern Navajo Diné Against Uranium Mining
(ENDAUM) and Church Rock resident

“The Law Center has been instrumental 
in holding mining companies’ 
feet to the fire in terms of 
environmental accountability 
and proper application of 
the Mining Act…on the 
Red River over the past 
20 years, in part 
because of the work 
of the Law Center,
there has been 
a substantial increase 
in water quality.” 

– Rachel Conn
CLIENT, Amigos Bravos
(Molycorp molybdenum mine,
Questa)

"As a regulator, I appreciated when the Law Center got involved in 
rulemakings, because it brought balance to the proceedings. 
Without the Law Center, it was regulators and industry, 
so the starting point was always in favor of industry.”

– Former New Mexico state regulator

“When we stand in numbers and 
support each other, and know that 

we have people to back us up, 
it really makes a difference. 

It makes me feel like we have hope…
a lot of hope.”

– Maria Elena Bejarano
CLIENT, Concerned Citizens del Valle

(Dairy Row cases, Anthony, NM)

TM

“The average individual can no longer expect to change
the course of a hearing with persuasive, emotional

statements. Decision-makers listen to attorneys and experts.
The company comes armed with multiple attorneys,

numbers of credentialed experts, lobbyists in the hallway–
all designed to intimidate, overpower and exhaust

the citizens who dare to mount any opposition.”

– Jeanie Cragin, CLIENT,
LAC Minerals gold mine, 

former Law Center Board member & Board president 

Wins 2 state Supreme Court 
lawsuits filed against Gov. Susana
Martinez 11 days after she took 
office; she had refused to publish
climate change and dairy rules.

NMELC opens doors 
with one volunteer lawyer
(Doug Meiklejohn!) 

Gets to work fighting
for public lands.

Helps return and restore a 
traditional clay gathering site 
to Picuris Pueblo 
after the site had 
been industrially 
mined.

Obtains state-level regulations 
that prohibit siting of solid 
waste facilities in low-income 
communities already 
overburdened with polluting
facilities.

Helps win  state-level executive
order directing state agencies to
take environmental justice into 
account when making decisions.

Following Sunland Park incinerator
case, NMELC shifts focus to
“environmental justice”– working 
with vulnerable communities.

Accepts Augustin Plains Ranch
water grab case – the most 
contentious water appropriation
in New Mexico history.

Presents oral arguments
to the state Supreme
Court challenging 
legality of Martinez 
Adminstration’s 
polluting Copper Rule.

In response to threat of drilling in 
Galisteo Basin, successfully advocates
for Santa Fe County Oil & Gas Ordinance –
one of the most protective rules of its
kind in U.S.

Shuts down likely-to-pollute 
Dog Canyon landfill in 
Alamogordo.

Helps develop and win the 
New Mexico Mining Act – 
one of the strongest mining 
laws in the nation. 

Publishes Living Within 
Our Means: A Water 
Policy for New 
Mexico in 
the 21st 
Century. 

1994
Files Clean Water Act

lawsuit in effort to
clean up gold mine in 

Ortiz Mountains.

NMELC and clients win a ban 
on uranium mining within the
Navajo Nation.

1987 1992 1993 1993 1994 2001-2003 2005 2005 2005 2005 2006 2008 2008 2010 2010 2011 2016
Helps win the significant 
“Rhino” decision from NM
Supreme Court. The ruling 
requires regulators to take 

public input into 
account (not just 

record input) 
when making 
decisions 
about solid 
waste 

facilities.

Successfully advocates for 
highest mine reclamation bonds
in U.S.: $152 million for 
Molycorp and a combined 
$646 million for the Phelps
Dodge Chino and Tyrone 
copper mines.

Challenges Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission license to mine
uranium in Crownpoint and 
Church Rock in federal appellate
court. We don't win the case – but
no uranium mine has opened in
NM since the 1980s.

Wins a major court decision affirming that
regulators must take public input into account
when making decisions about mining permits.
The Court also orders the State to reopen 
its Mount Taylor uranium 
mining permitting 
process. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
©Photo: Don Usner (courtesy of the NM Community Fdn) ©Photos: Molycorp, courtesy of Lighthawk; Dog Canyon Landfill, courtesy of Joyce Mount ©Photo: Chino mine, courtesy of Lighthawk
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In our early years, we protected 35 million board feet of timber from
clearcutting. There have been zero incinerators built since we advocated
for state-wide incinerator rules in 1993. And we’ve worked on 19 cases
involving livestock! No matter which cases we take going forward,
you know that we will continue to work for the strongest protections
for public health, environmental quality and the well-being of all of
New Mexico’s communities.

The Law Center succeeds because
of the generosity of our members...
and the dedication of our clients. 

We have represented groups and individuals
throughout New Mexico, including some clients
that we’ve served for decades. By standing up
for our clients’ needs we ensure that New Mexico
will be a beautiful, healthy place for generations
to come.

The Law Center’s members have helped us and our clients achieve some
amazing protections for our state and its people. Here are a few examples
of what happened then (before the Law Center) and now.

Landfills had to be 20' from 
groundwater and periodically 
covered with dirt.

Medical waste incinerators could 
be sited next to homes, schools,
churches, and communities.

Mining companies walked away
from massive contamination like
uranium waste products and
cyanide plumes.

Hearing officers had to record 
public input, but didn't have to 
use it when making permitting 
decisions about solid waste 
facilities and mines.

The state's uranium groundwater 
standard was 5,000 micrograms/liter
[μ/L] (the World Health Organization's
recommendation is 2μ/L).

The State could grant permits for
multiple solid waste facilities in
communities already burdened by
polluting facilities.

NEW MEXICO: THEN & NOW

The NM Solid Waste Act requires 
modern landfills with groundwater 
protections such as liners and leak 
detectors, and requires opportunities
for public participation.

No new incinerators have been built in 
New Mexico since rules were passed in
1993 forbidding placement near people.

Under the NM Mining Act, mining 
companies must clean up mines and
post realistic financial bonds to the 
government for clean up if the 
company can’t (or won’t). If the agency
fails to enforce, citizens can sue.

The Rhino decision from the NM
Supreme Court says decision-makers
must take community concerns into 
account when ruling on solid waste 
facilities; a district court decision 
affirmed that the same is true for 
mines covered by the Mining Act.

Uranium standard lowered to 30μ/L,
which is equal to the EPA's drinking
water standard; because of this standard,
the State terminated a critical permit for
a proposed uranium mine near Churchrock.

Solid Waste Regulations make it 
difficult to add new solid waste 
facilities to vulnerable communities.
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Cases By the Numbers

Douglas Meiklejohn, Founder, Executive Director, Attorney | 1987– present Doug Wolf 1993–2002 Susan Jordan 1996–1997    Johanna Matanich 1998–1999      Lila Bird 1998 –2000 Geoff H.Fettus 1999–2001 Heather Anderson 1998 –1999 Eric Jantz 2002–present  Roderick Ventura 2002–2007 Sarah Piltch 2005–2007     Bruce Frederick 2008–2012 Jon Block 2008–present       Jaimie Park 2015–present

Water quality standards
Uranium mining
Climate change

Water grabs
Hardrock mining
Industrial dairies

Oil & gas

CORPORATIONS
including:

Chevron Mining/Unocal
Freeport McMoRan/Phelps Dodge
Energy Fuels
PNM
Intel
Helena Chemical

TRADE GROUPS 
including:

NM Oil & Gas Association
NM Independent Petroleum 
Association
NM Cattle Growers’ Association

Air quality rules & laws
Pollution abatement

Overconcentration of
pollution in low-income

communities of color

GOVERNMENT AGENCIES 
including:

NM Environment Department
NM Energy, Minerals &

Natural Resources Department
NM Governor’s Office

US Bureau of Land Management
US Environmental Protection Agency

US Forest Service
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission

US Department of Transportation
Federal Aviation Administration

Administrative
rules and procedures

Sprawl
Cultural sites 
Landfills
Logging &grazing 
on public lands

From 2008–2011,
NMELC helped enact

state-level climate change
rules, until they were 

overturned by the 
Martinez Administration.

In 2002, Molycorp molybdenum
mine was the first major test of 
the New Mexico Mining Act and
resulted in one of the largest
reclamation bonds in the US.

In our first six years,
we saved 35 million
board feet of timber
from being clearcut
on public lands.

Many of
our victories

happen at   
the Roundhouse,

including the 1990
Solid Waste Act
and the 1993 New
Mexico Mining Act.

Starting in 2008, 
we have 
successfully helped 
communities 
protect ground
water from 
industrial dairy 
pollution.

We’re fighting  
for cleaner air  
and healthier 
families in the 
South Valley 
and throughout
Bernalillo  
County.

In1996, NMELC
began representing

ENDAUM in its
successful fight against

uranium mining.

Since 1994, NMELC
has advocated for

better, faster 
reclamation at Los

Alamos National 
Laboratory for those

living near the Lab,
and those

downstream and
downwind.

Beginning in 1998,
we have worked for

affordable, sustain-
able growth. Today

we're challenging 
Santolina, our state's 

next proposed
mega-development.   

NMELC’s very 
first case in 1987

involved the
reintroduction of

Mexican Gray Wolves.

Since 1998, NMELC
has worked with
clients to protect
aquifers from the

massive Chino and
Tyrone copper mines

near Silver City.

For over a decade, oil and gas cases have
been a big part of our docket, including:
the NM Surface Owner Protection Act 
and Santa Fe County’s oil & gas ordinance
to prevent Tecton from drilling in the 
Galisteo Basin.

Our work in 1991 to
shut down the Nu-Mex
incinerator in Sunland
Park catapulted NMELC
into environmental 
justice work.

Starting in 1991, NMELC
has improved the way 
New Mexico regulates solid
waste – to the benefit of our
water and our communities.

Facebook.com/NMELC
Twitter.com/NMELC

Thank You

To our members and institutional funders, who have the audacity 
to invest in effective legal advocacy and the vision to include the

defense of communities in their definition of environmental protection.

To our legacy donors, whose bequests give the Law Center the means
to defend future generations.

To our Green Business Partners, who support a strong economy that
relies on sustainable resources and good quality of life.

To our volunteers, who have made our work so much more effective
(and enjoyable).

To our clients, who have the mettle to take on incredible challenges 
for the benefit of us all.

Thank you all for 30 amazing years for New Mexico,
and for an even brighter future ahead.

Elizabeth Lee, 
Director of 
Philanthropy

Yana Merrill,
Director of 
Administration 
& Finance

Janiece Jonsin, 
Administrative 
Assistant

Juana Colón, 
Public Education
Officer 2007-17

Shelbie Knox, 
Former
Development
Officer 2000-17

Grace Aroha, 
Development
Officer

The Law Center and its members have accomplished a lot for New Mexico in 30years.

1405 Luisa Street, Suite #5, Santa Fe, NM 87505 | 505.989.9022

nmelc.org

In one of our longest-running cases 
(1994–2016), we represented Taos Pueblo
to protect its 1000-year old living culture 
and architecture from intrusion by 
air traffic.

Then Now
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Protecting New Mexico’s Communities,
Air, Land and Water

in the fight for
Environmental Justice.
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