Wednesday, April 21, 2021

SWOP & NM Voices for Children Vow to Keep Up the
Pressure on Kirtland Air Force to Clean Up Jet Fuel Spill
Judge Rules Against Community Groups’ Attempt to Get Kirtland Air Force Base
to Speed-Up Clean-Up of Plume in Albuquerque’s Aquifer

Between 5 million and 24 million gallons of jet fuel remain underneath the ground in
Albuquerque’s precious aquifer in a giant plume that Kirtland Air Force Base discovered
in 1999. Clean-up of the so-called spill has been moving very slowly for more than
twenty years. The Air Force has not even fully characterized the spill, and now a judge

has dismissed a case (SWOP et al., vs. US Air Force) that would have tried to get the
Air Force to speed up the clean up of the contamination.
The EDB (ethylene dibromide) plume’s leading edge has been pulled back, but the
main bulk of the plume has not yet been addressed, according to Charles de Saillan,
staff attorney at the New Mexico Environmental Law Center, who is representing
various clients on this important case.
"We are very disappointed in the decision,” said de Saillan, “and we are considering our
options. The Air Force needs to be subject to an enforceable schedule for completing
the investigation and cleanup of the plume."
The plume is approximately 4,200 feet in length and as much as 1,000 feet wide. The
jet fuel has contaminated the groundwater and is less than one mile from two
groundwater wells used by Albuquerque residents.
The case was brought by SouthWest Organizing Project (SWOP), New Mexico Voices
for Children, State Senators Mimi Stewart and Antoinette Sedillo Lopez, State
Representative Andrés Romero, and New Mexico residents Reyna Luz Juarez, Lucille
Cordova, and Dante Smith. We are disappointed in the Judge’s ruling, but are not giving
up on our combined efforts to get Kirtland Air Force Base to clean up the massive bulk
fuels facility leak. Given that the lawsuit was not successful, we will be taking time to
inform our respective communities about the decision, exploring our options, and
deciding important next steps.
“The Kirtland Air Force Base fuel plume underneath Albuquerque represents a
decades-long, high-stakes failure of leadership,” said George Lujan, Executive
Director of the SouthWest Organizing Project. “All the community has asked for is
for someone to take responsibility for the cleanup. The Air Force, the Governor's office,
the Environment Department—at some point someone has to step up and do their job.
Anything less puts community health at risk.”
“The 21 years that KAFB has known about this spill represents an entire generation of
children from birth to adulthood,” said James Jimenez, executive director of NM
Voices for Children. “That’s much too long to allow a known carcinogen to menace the
city’s drinking water. The Air Force claims the cleanup is a high priority, but they’re still
unwilling to come up with a timeline or benchmarks for extraction of this poison. How
many more generations will be put at risk?”

“Despite the judge’s ruling, New Mexico Voices for Children is committed to a safe and
clean environment for our children and their families to live and thrive,” said Kenneth J.
Martinez, Psy.D., Board Chair, New Mexico Voices for Children. “We will continue to
seek environmental justice for them as we continue the effort, with our partners, to clean
the decades-long spill that has threatened their health and wellbeing.”
“Unfortunately, it appears that the Air Force is conducting a 20-year science experiment
on the Kirkland plume, supposedly “studying" the issue, and never offering a solid,
aggressive, robust clean-up plan for our impacted communities,” said Senate Pro Tem
Mimi Stewart. “A consent decree would have accomplished an-agreed upon plan to
finally save our drinking water from damage by requiring a timeline and deadline for
cleaning up the solvent fuel leaking into our water system. We got a Texas conservative
judge with no knowledge of our issues and who did not care about New Mexico law and
water. These are shameful actions of our government,” Stewart added.
Meanwhile, Kirtland Air Force Base is holding an online public meeting on Thursday,
April 22 from 6pm to 7:30pm. We invite concerned residents to participate in this
upcoming meeting and to share their views on the unacceptable pace of remediation of
the jet fuel spill by the Air Force over the past twenty years.
How to participate in the KAFB Jet Fuel Spill Public Meeting:
Attendees will need to download the free Adobe Connect software to join the virtual
meeting. It is suggested this be done in advance of the meeting date and time. The
updated software can be downloaded at https://helpx.adobe.com/adobeconnect/connect-downloads-updates.html. Community members interested in joining
the virtual open house can join using the following internet connection:
https://ceschool.adobeconnect.com/afcec/ An updated presentation will be provided that
will include a project status update and a question and answer period. To submit
questions, e-mail brannon.lamar@us.af.mil. If you would like additional information,
please contact Brannon Lamar at 377 Air Base Wing Public Affairs at (505) 639-8420 or
by email, brannon.lamar@us.af.mil.
For more info: SouthWest Organizing Project (505) 247-8832, NM Voices for Children
(505) 244-9505, NM Environmental Law Center (505) 989-9022
SouthWest Organizing Project (SWOP) empowers disenfranchised communities in
the Southwest United States to realize racial and gender equality and social and
economic justice. https://www.swop.net/

New Mexico Voices for Children advocates for public policies that help reduce child
poverty and improve the health and well-being of New Mexico’s children, families, and
communities. https://www.nmvoices.org/
New Mexico Environmental Law Center has been defending environmental justice
since 1987, working with New Mexico’s communities to protect their air, land and water
in the fight for environmental justice. https://nmelc.org/

