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GOVERNOR MAKES BIG PROMISES TO CLEAN UP WATER IN SOUTHERN NM-
WILL SHE DELIVER?

Residents of Sunland Park & Santa Teresa Call on Governor to Follow-Through on Her
Public Commitments at Last Month’s Town Hall in Las Cruces
to Fix Contaminated Water Issues

SUNLAND PARK, NM—On Thursday, July 25, during a public town hall in Las Cruces, New
Mexico, Governor Michelle Lujan-Grisham publicly committed to hold a public meeting in
Sunland Park to hear, address, and respond to public concerns surrounding the ongoing water
quality and service issues by the Camino Real Regional Utility Authority (CRRUA). The
Governor also publicly promised to “get the water cleaned and restored.”

The Governor made these commitments following multiple comments by Sunland Park
community members—repeating the concerns and needs these Southern New Mexico
communities have been voicing for years, without any meaningful acknowledgement,
engagement, and change from local and state officials.

Daisy Maldonado, Director of Empowerment Congress NM, said, “Every New Mexican
deserves safe, clean drinking water and it has been a long time coming for the state to come to
southern New Mexico to address the contaminated drinking water.”

CRRUA most recently found itself in hot water in late 2023, after yet another arsenic
contamination plagued the public water supply without any public notice provided or timely
remediation efforts taken by the public utility. This incident is just one of several in CRRUA’s
history of failing to provide Sunland Park and Santa Teresa communities with clean and safe
water, as well as failing to timely notify residents of dangerous contaminations to the public
water supply.
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Vivian Fuller, Santa Teresa resident, said, "As a customer of CRRUA, it is very frustrating that
issues of foul-smelling, discolored and off-tasting water have been chronically ignored,
overlooked, and discounted by government officials for years."

Community members of Sunland Park and Santa Teresa have been repeatedly left in the dark in
regards to what measures are being taken to ensure CRRUA comes into compliance with
applicable law; consistently provides clean and safe water to the public; and engages with the
communities it serves in a transparent and accountable manner. Community requests,
concerns, and needs remain unaddressed and ignored by the public utility as the ongoing water
crisis continues; meanwhile, CRRUA has raised residential water and wastewater rates for
public water that remains unsafe for use and consumption.

Jose Saldana, Sunland Park resident, said, "The Governor said she would fix it. She said they
can't be charging us more for water we can't drink. She promised to help us out. Why is CRRUA
and the State contradicting themselves? | want drinkable water and no increased water rates."

NMELC Staff Attorney Kacey Hovden said, “It is integral that our state leaders hold strong to
their commitments to serve all of New Mexico — which includes our borderland communities in
Southern New Mexico. Governor Lujan-Grisham has heard directly from the people of Sunland
Park and Santa Teresa what these communities want and need from her, it's now time for her to
step up; engage with and listen to these communities; and follow through on her promises in a
meaningful way.”

Video & Time Codes:

Video of the community member’s exchange with the Governor begins at 3:33:51 and ends at
3:37:45. The Governor commits to holding a public meeting at 3:34:44. The Governor says
the state will “get it fixed” at 3:37:45. Video source: Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham”s
Facebook page.

Empowerment Congress NM’s goal is to transform high-need Dona Ana colonia communities into
equitable, healthy and resourced places to live and enjoy a whole and prospered life. Nuestro objetivo es
transformar las comunidades coloniales del condado dona ana con grandes necesidades en lugares
equitativos, saludables, y con recursos para vivir y disfrutar de manera integral y préspera.
https.://empowernm.org/

New Mexico Environmental Law Center (NMELC) has been defending environmental justice since
1987. NMELC provides free and low-cost legal services to people fighting for clean air, land and water
across New Mexico. www.nmelc.orq
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