Ben Shelton

Acting Director, Mining and Minerals Division

1220 South St. Francis Dr. VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

mmd.marp@emnrd.nm.gov

June 15, 2026

Re: Multicultural Alliance for a Safe Environment and New Mexico Mining Watch
request for hearing on Roca Honda Resources, LCC’s Mining Operations and
Reclamation Plan, Permit No. MK025RN, Roca Honda Mine

Dear Acting Division Director Shelton:

On behalf of the Multicultural Alliance for a Safe Environment (“MASE”) and New
Mexico Mining Watch (“NMMW?”), please accept the following request for a hearing on
Roca Honda Resources, LLC’s (“RHR") proposed Mining Operations and Reclamation
Plan (“MORP”). MASE and NMMW also intend to submit written comments prior to
any scheduled hearing.

The Multicultural Alliance for a Safe Environment was founded in 2007, when a
collection of grassroots frontline uranium impacted communities joined together as a
multicultural coalition to address legacy contamination in the Grants Uranium Mining
District of northwestern New Mexico; the prevention of future contamination from new
uranium developments; the protection of local Indigenous sacred places; and the

protection of their rights to clean and safe drinking water and a healthy environment.

MASE works to restore and protect the natural and cultural environment by
respectfully promoting intercultural engagement among communities and institutions
for the benefit of all life and future generations. MASE is made up of four core groups:

Laguna Acoma Coalition for a Safe Environment, Red Water Pond Road Community
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Association, Eastern Navajo Dine Against Uranium Mining, and the Bluewater Valley

Downstream Alliance.

New Mexico Mining Watch is a statewide coalition of non-profit, public interest and
community organizations dedicated to protecting New Mexico’s land, air and water
from the impacts of mineral extraction projects. NMMW represents a diverse range of
Native and non-Native communities affected by historic and current mining operations.

Based on a preliminary review of the MORP, NMMW and MASE have significant
concerns about RHR’s willingness and ability to operate its proposed mine in a way
that will protect the environment, public health and safety, and Mt. Taylor’s! cultural
integrity.

For example, based on the vast number of archaeological sites of cultural significance in
the project area, RHR’s minimal strategies of avoidance and mitigation are insufficient
to address the cultural and environmental impacts of its proposed mine operations.
MASE and NMMW are concerned that RHR’s conventional “one size fits all” approach
to archaeological site management will be inadequate to protect the integrity of the
mountain and San Mateo Creek Basin in the culturally rich environment of the Roca
Honda Mine.

MASE is also concerned that RHR’s mine dewatering, uranium extraction, and
discharge plans do not address plans to address downstream contaminant mobilization
due to mine water discharge or communication between the target aquifer and adjacent
aquifers. Inter-aquifer contamination seems likely, given the significant number of
existing unplugged boreholes on site and an extensive San Mateo Creek Basin fault and
paleochannel network. Moreover, mine dewatering will expose minerals to oxygen,
which will cause them to move more freely throughout the aquifers. RHR must address
how it intends to mitigate movement of oxygenated minerals.

Underground mine works in the Grants uranium district, and more specifically within
the San Mateo Creek Basin, are so extensive that they connect separate mining
operations to one another. The introduction of yet another massive mining operation

' The mountain is known by many names. For the sake of simplicity, MASE and NMMW will
refer to the mountain by its American colonial name — “Mt. Taylor.”
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will trigger more groundwater contamination, further clouding the unresolved issue of
background and cleanup criteria for corporate actors in the region.

Use of the Westwater aquifer as a potential drinking water source in New Mexico
during a time of prolonged drought and drying climate should also be analyzed.
Schoeppner, Jerry “Groundwater Remediation from Uranium Mining in New Mexico” 7
Southwest Hydrology 22-24 (Nov./Dec. 2008).

Finally, RHR'’s reclamation plan arbitrarily focuses on grazing as the predominant post-
mining land. MASE and NMMW are troubled that RHR’s MORP fails entirely to
address the cultural uses of the site during mine operations or as a post-mining land
use.

These are just a few examples of why RHR’s MORP is inadequate. A public hearing
would allow a more thorough and probing inquiry into these and other shortcomings.
MASE and NMMW respectfully request a public hearing on the MORP and RHR New

Mexico Mining Act permit application.

Sincerely,

Eric Jantz
Legal Director
New Mexico Environmental Law Center



