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LARAMIDE RESOURCES HITS PAUSE ON LA JARA MESA URANIUM PROJECT 
 

Uranium Company Requests a Pause After Community Members Put Up Consistent 
Resistance to Mining Sacred Mount Taylor 

 

 
 
Albuquerque, NM–A representative from the New Mexico Energy, Minerals & Natural Resources 
Department (EMNRD) announced that the La Jara Mesa uranium project proposed for the 
sacred landscape of Mount Taylor is on pause. 
 
DJ Ennis, Program Manager of the Mining Act Reclamation Program within the Mining and 
Minerals Division of EMNRD, shared the news while testifying to the New Mexico State 

mailto:ejantz@nmelc.org
mailto:amccartney@nmelc.org
mailto:acurtis@swuraniumimpacts.org


Legislature’s Radioactive and Hazardous Materials Interim Committee held last Friday, 
September 11th in Paguate Village, Laguna Pueblo. 
 
The hearing can be watched here; Ennis talked about La Jara Mesa Mine at the 12:20 mark in 
the video recording. The agenda for the hearing can be found here. His slides can be found 
here.

 
Of additional significance, the US Forest Service is the lead federal agency on the La Jara Mesa 
project. According to the Federal Infrastructure Projects FAST-41 Dashboard website, the La 
Jara Mesa project is on pause until May 1, 2027.  
 
Some aspects of the opposition by frontline impacted community members’ to the project were 
demonstrated in formal comments submitted to the Mining and Minerals Division on February 
17, 2026 (see attached 10 page comment) plus a formal letter to the Carson National Forest on 
May 29, 2026 (see attached 4 page letter). These comments and letter were submitted by 
NMELC on behalf of the Multicultural Alliance for a Safe Environment (MASE) and New Mexico 
Mining Watch.  
 
New Mexico Mining Watch organized a call to action for allies and the public to submit 
comments. More than 200 public comments opposing Laramide’s La Jara Mesa project were 
submitted to the NM Mining and Minerals Division. 
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Many MASE members have deep cultural ties to Mount Taylor, a sacred landscape which 
encompasses the mountain and surrounding lands and watersheds, including the Rio San Jose 
and San Mateo Creek. Mount Taylor was designated as a Traditional Cultural Property (TCP) in 
2009 under State law. 
 
The proposed La Jara Mesa uranium mining operation, as described in the Public Notice 
issued by Laramide Resources, Inc. on January 12, 2026, outlines a significant industrial mining 
operation on La Jara Mesa, which is one of the Mount Taylor TCP’s guardian peaks. The 
proposed mine will inflict significant adverse effects on the mountain’s sacred landscape that 
will destroy the physical and cultural integrity of La Jara Mesa, impacting the traditional cultural 
and spiritual practices of MASE members and others as more fully described in the letter. 
 
While the reasons Laramide decided to pause the La Jara Mesa permitting are not clear, the 
regulatory landscape in New Mexico has shifted to present more obstacles than the Trump 
Administration’s support. Recently the State Land Commissioner Stephanie Garcia Richard 
banned uranium mining on state lands, and the New Mexico Environment Department has 
added a Community Impact Assessment requirement for another Laramide mining project, the 
Crownpoint-Churchrock Uranium Project.  
 
Opposition to new uranium mining projects was also clearly on display at a meeting held by 
Laramide at Firerock Casino in Churchrock on August 6 where community members quickly 
took over the meeting in an extensive display of opposition to and concerns about uranium 
mining.The meeting was required by the New Mexico Environment Department as part of its 
discharge permitting application process for the Churchrock Uranium ISL Project. 
 
Quotes 
 
“The desecration of our sacred mountain Kaweshtiima (Mount Taylor) must  stop! The temporary 
stoppage of the proposed La Jara Mesa mine must be permanent. As Pueblo people we live in 
this contaminated environment and many of our people have died as a result of radioactive 
contamination exposure. The threat of this proposed mine impacts ground and surface water 
throughout Cibola and McKinley Counties. Reclaim the existing contaminated super fund sites 
in the Grants Mining District first and never ever consider any form of mining on this sacred 
landscape!”  

–Manny Pino, Member,  
Laguna-Acoma Coalition for a Safe Environment  

 
“With frontline communities across the state and especially in the Grants Mineral District, 
experiencing an onslaught of new or renewed uranium mining permit requests, it is welcome 
relief that the La Jara Mesa permitting is on hold. The landscape around and including Mount 
Taylor and the surrounding mesas is vitally important to communities, Pueblos and the Navajo 
Nation, and this pause is at minimum a respite and at best, an indication of the power of the 
people to push back and stop renewed uranium extraction.” 

–Ann McCartney, Staff Attorney, NMELC 
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“In a part of the state that has been devastated by uranium mining, this temporary reprieve on a 
new uranium mine is welcome news. Even the U.S. EPA acknowledges that mining is the 
dirtiest, most hazardous industry in the United States. And uranium mining is one of the dirtiest 
kinds of mining. Communities and the Law Center will use this time to marshal their resources 
for a renewed effort to challenge this and other proposed uranium projects in the area.” 

–Eric Jantz, Legal Director, NMELC    
 

“Mt. Taylor has been mined for uranium before, and those mines are still not fully cleaned up. 
This is a sacred landscape of great cultural importance. This temporary pause on one of the 
mines proposed in the area is good news for communities and comes after decades of 
opposition to the uranium industry.”  

–Ava Curtis, Environmental Justice Coordinator,  
Multicultural Alliance for a Safe Environment  

 
Meanwhile, the US Forest Service is accepting public comments about the environmental 
impacts from the proposed Roca Honda Uranium mine project also near Mount Taylor through 
October 14. Comments can be submitted online through this portal. 
 

The New Mexico Environmental Law Center has been defending environmental justice since 
1987. It is our mission to work with New Mexico’s communities to protect our air, land and water 

in the fight for environmental justice. More info at nmelc.org. 
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